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them, whether of a general or local character.
Turning ourattention, in the first place, to that por-

tion of our state u:,ually designated as the Eastern

Shore of Marylani, and ovexlooluna all these ‘sub-
jects, in which it abounds, of a nme!y sneculatlve
interest in Geology, the observer cannot fail to be
struck with the immense advantages_which its agri-
cultural interests would derive hom a minute - inves-
tigation of the mineral coustitution of its soil, and a
careful research into the natare and extent of the
resources which it offers within itself for improve-

ment or amenduient.  If the observation be confined

for the present, to that portion of the Eastern Shore
which lies sonth of the river klk, it is found compri-
sing an extensive and irregular deposite of gravel,
sand and clay; supported, perhaps, tn its whele ex-
tent, by a substratum of clay, enveloping Innumera-
ble rehqmze of many genera of testaceous animals.
This substratum, the value of which is to a certain
extent known, is commonly denominated, and not
improperly so, beds of shell marl; its utlllt) for agri-
cultural purpmes-—-—awmdnm to thie species of shells
which it encloses, the degree of decomposmon of
these shells,and tie nature. of ‘the cement by which
they are held together—Dbeing in some instances
greater than, in most equal to 1hat of the mineral
species, described insystematic works as offering two
varieties; namely, indurated or stone marl and eauhly
marl,

These beds of shell marl occur at variable depths.
They are sotneuines covered by a thick stratum of
gravel or sand, measuring from ten to thirty feet and

u‘)w‘udbm thickiess, At other times they reach
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such remar ks concerning them, as may serve to Hlus- ;
trate their lmportance or the interest connected Wlth.




